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We are very happy to welcome for the second consecutive year the French 
stage of the World Match Racing Tour in the magnificent natural harbour of 
Marseille. 

This week will see the best Match Racing skippers of the world ensuring the 
show in the bay. 

 

 

 

In 2010, Match Race France will be more open to the public of Marseille who will have the opportunity to 
follow the regatta very close to the action: on Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th April, the Escale Borély 
beach will be set up with a giant screen, the follow-up of the live races commented by professional sailors, 
entertainments, activities; everything to democratise sailing and to make this event a real celebration of 
sport and sailing! 

 

Match Racing has to become a discipline as desired as the Formula 1 World Championship or the 
European Football Championship! It is essential for our city, our region and our department which live in 
perfect harmony with the sea. 

 

I wish you a good stay in our beautiful city and let's all dream about sailing with a fantastic regatta on the 
water. 

 

 

Bon vent ! 

Christian TOMMASINI 
President of the Yachting Club Pointe Rouge 

�
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T H I E R RY F O U C H I E R  

P A T R O N  O F  M A T C H  R A C E  F R A N C E  2 0 1 0  

�

 

 

French sailor in BMW Oracle Racing Team (winner of the 33rd America's Cup in 

2010) and member of the Yachting Club Pointe Rouge, Thierry Fouchier agreed 

to be patron of MATCH RACE FRANCE 2010. 

 

 

37 years old, the skipper from Marseille has just achieved one of the noblest titles in sailing.  

This is a consecration for this high-level sportsman with a very wide range of skills: Match Racing, ‘Tour 

de France à la voile’, mainsail trimmer onboard Groupama 2 alongside Franck Cammas, 

« Patronising the sole and unique French stage of the World Match Racing Tour is an honour. The bay of 

Marseille is an ideal spot for this type of competition. 

During the Y’s Cup (qualifying event for the Match Race France) we were able to verify that: good sailing 

conditions and the possibility of setting the race course very close to the coast. The public was present 

and was able to appreciate the show! It is important for competitors to feel the interest and the support of 

the public. 

During Match Race France, the Escale Borély beach, equipped with all necessary facilities to broadcast 

and provide live commentary of the races on a giant screen, will create the event! 

This week of competition will gather the world's best helmsmen in the city of Marseille. A real source of 

pride for my Yacht Club ". 
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MIMR 2009 - © Gilles Martin Raget 

The 2010 edition of Match Race 

France will again welcome the 

world elite of sailing. 

(1) Better known under the initials MIMR, the French stage of the championship becomes MATCH RACE FRANCE in 2010. The 

organisers decided on this modification in order to confer a better uniformity with the titles of the other international stages of the 

World Tour (WMRT calendar available on page 7). 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  
For seven years the Yachting Club Pointe Rouge of Marse ille has organised the Marseille 

International Match Race in a professional manner . 

The 2009 edition was marked by a decisive evolution : the MIMR was integrated into the official 

calendar of the World Match Racing Tour .  For the first time in the history of Match Racing, France 

hosted a rank W event.  It was a huge satisfaction for the organisers… and a logical result of the amount 

of work carried out during these last years. 

The MIMR, now renamed MATCH RACE FRANCE (1), already benefited from the participation of the 

world's best skippers. In theory, there was thus not much missing to become part of the World Tour.  

The opportunity appeared last year at the last minute and the Yachting Club Pointe Rouge responded at 

once and took all the necessary decisions to be reactive and effective thanks to a successful collaboration 

between the French Sailing Federation, the City of Marseille, the Bouches du Rhone Departmental 

Council, the Provence Alpes Côte d'Azur Region, the MPM urban community and all partners: all united 

forces to join the very limited circle of the 10 official venues authorised to organise a rank W event : World 

Match Racing Tour (www.wmrt.com). 

In 2009, Marseille International Match Race - World Match Racing Tour (MIMR-WMRT) was a first. 

The quality of the race course, the warm welcome, and the wind conditions in the natural harbour of 

Marseille really won the heart of the finest Match Racing strategists and convinced the representatives of 

the World Tour to renew their confidence in the Yachting Club Pointe Rouge this year. 
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M A T C H  R A C I N G :  H O W  D O E S  I T  W O R K ?  

Match Racing principles 

A Match Racing competition consists of a series of head-to-head duels between two crews sailing on 

strictly identical boats. 

The race course is often settled close to the coast and marked by 2 buoys (in front of Escale Borély 

beach). Only the technical and tactical skills of crew memb ers make the difference . 

The most well-known Match Race competition is the A merica’s Cup.  

 

The competition takes place generally in two succes sive phases: 

The “Round Robin”:  a series of races in which every crew confronts each of his opponents once. 

At the conclusion of a Round Robin, a first ranking is drawn up. 

Play-off stage : based on the results of the previous round, the play-off chart is established. 

The winner of each series goes to the next round (quarter finals, semi-finals, and final). The winner of the 

final is declared winner of the competition. 

Match Racing is a race between two boats at 
equal arms « one on one ». 

The main goal is to cross the finish line before 
one's opponent, after having completed the 
course (see diagram) and making up for any 
eventual penalties, as judged by the umpires. 

This type of competition brings together several 
skippers and their teams. Each skipper confronts 
one by one his opponents. This is known as the 
Round Robin sequence. 

After which take place leg one and leg two. 
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The level of the competitions is represented by Gra des 

A Match Racing competition is characterised by its grade from 0 to 5. 

A grade 0 or W corresponds to a stage of the World championship, a grade 1 to an international level and 

a grade 5 to a regional level. 

Every competition delivers a number of points depending on its grade and allows the crews to be 

classified at the world level on the ranking established by the International Sailing Federation (ISAF). 

The skipper's number of points determines his place in the ISAF ranking. 

Access to competitions is defined either by qualifi cation  for competitions of a lower grade (entrance 

ticket), or by invitation  according to ISAF rank for higher grade competitions. 

 

ISAF ranking (International Sailing Federation) 

A skipper's number of points is calculated by adding the points obtained in his four best results of the last 

two years. 

The number of points assigned for each regatta is calculated as follows: 

Number of points  (1) x event grade coefficient  (2) x weighting factor of the year (3). 

 

(1) The number of points depends on the classification of the skipper in the regatta. First place gives 100 points. 

(2) The event grade coefficient is proportional to the importance of the grade of the event. A grade 1 competition (international level) 

multiplies by 3 the number of points. 

(3) Weighting factor of the year: if the regatta took place in the last 365 days, we multiply by 6, otherwise by three. 
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M A T C H  R A C E  F R A N C E  2 0 1 0  

8 t h  E D I T I O N  

In 2010, the Yachting Club Pointe Rouge is organising for the eighth consecutive year the Match Race 

France, from 6th to 11th April 2010. 

World Match Racing Tour 

A Grade 1 event since its creation in 2003, in 2009 Match Race France became a Grade W event, 

meaning of international level which gathers the world's 12 best match-racers.  

Last season the MIMR-WMRT opened the World championship of Match-Racing: the World Match-

Racing Tour. This represented a real recognition for the Club! 

The objective of the World Match-Racing Tour is to create under the same banner a real World 

championship on the model of the Formula 1 World Championship and to give additional media visibility 

to Match Racing. 

10 venues, among the best spots in the world, are included in the WMRT: the natural harbour of Marseille 

and the Escale Borély beach are proud to welcome one of these events! 

The YCPR is the only French club to organise a competition of such a level in Match Racing. 

 

Provisional calendar 2010 – World Match Racing Tour  

Marseille, the opening event. 

Apr 6 - 11 Match Race France Marseille, France 

May 19 - 24 Match Race Germany Langenargen, Germany 

June 8 - 13 Korea Match Cup Gyeonggi, Korea 

June 22 - 27 Trioa Portugal Match Cup Troia, Portugal 

Jul 5 - 11 Match Cup Sweden Marstrand, Sweden 

Aug 31 - Sept 5 St Moritz Match Race St Moritz, Switzerland 

Sep 8 - 12 Danish Open TBC, Denmark 

Sep 21 - 26 Vietnam Match Cup Nah Trang, Vietnam 

Oct 4 - 10 Argo Group Gold Cup Hamilton, Bermuda 

Nov 30 - Dec 5 Monsoon Cup K. Terengganu, Malaysia 
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The world’s best skippers 

An event is validated "Match Racing competition of Grade W" and taken into account in the ISAF 

international Match Racing classification if the participants are selected in accordance with precise 

criteria: among the 12 competitors  (chosen in the order of the ISAF Ranking), at least 60 % must be 

foreigners of  which 15 % of extra continental . 

(The international Match racing ranking is equivalent to the ATP Ranking in tennis). 

Since its creation Match Race France has gathered skippers among the most successful sailors in the 

world. 

Very few competitions can propose such a bunch of sailors. Their combined resumes include America’s 

Cup victories, world championships, Olympic medals, and countless hemispheric, continental and 

regional championships. 

They have competed in previous editions of the MIMR , now renamed MATCH RACE FRANCE 

Ed Baird  (USA) and Peter Holmberg  (Virgin Islands), skippers of team Alinghi (1) 

Chris Dickson  (NZL), skipper of BMW Oracle Racing Team (1) 

Paolo Cian  (ITA), helmsman of Team Shosholoza (1) 

Ian Williams  (GBR), two times Match Racing World Champion (2007 and 2008) 

Adam Minoprio  (NZL), Emirates Team New Zeland (1)  , reigning Match Racing World Champion 

Karol Jablonski  (POL), skipper of Synergy Russian sailing team (2) 

Philippe Presti (FRA), helmsman of Luna Rossa Challenge (1) tactician of team French Spirit (2) 

Sébastien Col (FRA), skipper of Areva Challenge (1) , helmsman of All4One (2) 

Mathieu Richard (FRA), Match Racing French team, member of Team French Spirit (2) 

Damien Iehl (FRA), Match Racing French team, member of Team French Spirit (2) 

Bertrand Pacé (FRA), 5 America’s Cup campaign, skipper of Aleph Team (2) 

Ian Percy (GBR), tactician of team Origin (2) 

(1) America’s Cup 2007 
(2) Louis Vuitton Trophy 

Previous winners of Match Race France 

2009 : Adam Minoprio (NZL) 

2008 : Mathieu Richard (FRA) 

2007 : Ian Williams (GBR) 

2006 : Sébastien Col (FRA) 

2005 : Ed Baird (USA) 

2004 : Karol Jablonski (POL) 

2003 : Karol Jablonski (POL) 
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T H E  1 2  S K I P P E R S  

 

Regatta operation 
 
Race Committee 
Philippe FAURE, France (IRO) 
Principal Race Officer 
Christophe GAUMONT, France (IRO) 
Chief Umpire 
Bill EDGERTON, Great Britain (IU) 

International umpires 
Bill O'HARA (Irelande), Miguel ALLEN (Portugal), François EGGENBERGER (Switzerland), Angelo 
BUSCEMI (USA), Founette PAUTHIER (France), Nick BURGIN (Great Britain), Bernadette DELBART 
(France)  
National umpires 
Axelle VANOVERSTRAETEN (France), Arnaud MANTE (France) 
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T H E  B O A T :  J  8 0  

The boat to be used for this event is the J80.  

In order to ensure that all boats are identical, boats are provided directly by the event organisers. 

The J80 is an international class 8m 50 monohull recognised by ISAF, generally with 4 crew members on 

board: the helmsman (1), the mainsail trimmer (2), the jib and spinnaker trimmer(3),and the number 1  or 

bowman(4). 

 

Technical specifications of a J80  :  

Waterline length: 7.50 m 

Main Sail: 31.40 m² 

Spinnaker: 65 m² 

Displacement: 1.315 kg 

Draft: 1.49 m 

 
 

MIMR 2009 - © Gilles Martin Raget 

 

The YCPR, the ASPTT, the Departmental Sailing Committee 13 and the Alpes-Provence Sailing League 

created the Marseille Match Race (MMR) association in 2008. 

Together they acquired a fleet of J80s in order to have more independence in the organisation of sports 

events such as Match Race France, the Y’s Cup and the management of training sessions in the winter. 

(1) Helmsman: The helmsman steers the boat, and is responsible for maximising speed in all situations. 
(2) Mainsail trimmer - tactician: The mainsail trimmer controls the position of the mainsail and decides the route and 

the position of the boat in order to find the best winds in strength and direction. 
(3) Jib / Spinnaker trimmer: controls the position of the jib and the spinnaker. Gives information on boat speed and 

direction with regards to the opponent's position. 
(4) Number 1: must connect the sheets and halyards to the headsails and spinnakers when sails are changed, 

including attaching sheets to the outboard end of the spinnaker pole. He also indicates the position with regards to the 

start and finish lines, buoys and other boats. 
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T H E  P R O G R A M M E  
For 6 days, the organising committee will be welcoming skippers and crews. Invited by the Yachting Club 
Pointe Rouge, they are taken care of from their arrival in Marseille until their departure. 

TUESDAY 6 AVRIL - YCPR 
  9h00 Opening of registration 
13h00 Practice session 
18h00 Skippers’ briefing  
19h00 Opening ceremony  
20h00 Crew and organisers’ dinner 

WEDNESDAY 7 AVRIL - YCPR 
  8h00 Breakfast 
  8h30 Closing of registration 
  9h00 Skippers’ briefing 
10h00 First warning signal 
18h00 Press conference 
19h00 Crew dinner 
20h00 Organisers’ dinner 

THURSDAY 8 AVRIL - YCPR 
8h00 Breakfast 
9h00 Skippers’ briefing 
10h00 First warning signal 
18h00 Press conference 
19h00 Crew dinner 
20h00 Organisers’ dinner 

FRIDAY 9 AVRIL - YCPR 
8h00 Breakfast 
9h00 Skippers’ briefing 
10h00 First warning signal 
18h00 Press conference 
19h00 Official dinner 

SATURDAY 10 AVRIL 
  8h00 Breakfast, YCPR 
  9h00 Skippers’ briefing, YCPR 
10h00 First warning signal 
During the afternoon: “Slam Race”, VIP/ Partners regatt a 
 ”Slam Race” prize-giving ceremony, Escale Borély 
 Press conference, Escale Borély   
18h30 Crew and organisers’ Cocktail, Escale Borély 
19h30 Crew dinner, YCPR 
20h30 Organisers’ dinner, YCPR 

SUNDAY 11 AVRIL 
  7h00 Breakfast, YCPR 
  8h00 Skippers’ briefing, YCPR 
  9h00 First warning signal 
Prize giving ceremony following the last race, Escale  Borély 
19h00 Final cocktail, YCPR 

Schedule and programmes are subject to change, 
depending on weather conditions. 
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Y A C H T I N G  C L U B  P O I N T E  R O U G E  

The Yachting Club Pointe Rouge (YCPR), created in 1 937 by people with passion for the sea, is a 

yacht club, providing sports and leisure activities, situated in the South natural harbour of Marseille just a 

step from the world-famous Calanques. 

It is one of the biggest sports clubs in France , gathering 1300 members around several activities such 

as dinghy and keel-boat sailing, windsurfing, remote-controlled sailing, fishing, deep sea diving, free-

diving and motorboat racing. 

The club also has a vocation of education  through its sailing, diving, fishing and navigation schools.  

For several years, the YCPR has held numerous natio nal and international titles. 

 3 participations in Olympic Games 

 11 World Champion titles and 8 podiums 

 7 European Champion titles and 1 podium 

 23 French Champion titles 

 

Taking into consideration all the different discipl ines, the YCPR is classified as the best club of 

the department. 

It obtained the competition certification by the French Sailing Federation, which elected it as the best 

French club in Olympic windsurfing. The YCPR has also, since last year, been the host club for the 

windsurfing training centre for Match Racing and European championships. 

YCPR Champions 

YCPR also brought up and trained some of the best-known international sailors all around the world…  

Franck Camas : Off shore racing, Winner of the transat Jacques Vabre, Jules Verne Trophy 

Sébastien Col  : America’s Cup 2007 with Areva Challenge, N° 1 of  the World Match Racing ranking in 

2006, 34th America’s Cup campaign with All4One 

Marc Thiercelin  : Off-shore racing, Figaro 

Dimitri Deruelle  : former member of the French Olympic sailing team, participation in Barcelona (470) et 

Sydney (49er) Olympic Games, off-shore racing, Match Racing. 

Maxime Paul  : former member of the French Olympic sailing team, participation in Barcelona Olympic 

Games (470), off-shore racing, Match Racing 
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Christopher Pratt : Off-shore racing (transat Jacques Vabre) and Figaro 

Marc Emig  : off-shore racing and Figaro 

Lise Vidal  : participation of Sydney Olympic Games. French Olympic windsurfing RSX team 

Fabrice Hassen : French Olympic windsurfing RSX team. 

Morgan Lagravière  : French sailing team (49er)  

Sybille Bosh : Windsurf World Champion Junior (7 to 13 years old) 

Léonore Bosh  : Windsurf World Champion Junior (7 to 13 years old) Bic 2.93 and ISAF World champion 

(team) 

Léa Mattei  : European champion windsurf 

Martin Olmeta  : Windsurf World Champion Junior (7 to 13 years old) 

Thomas Ribeaud  : World champion (Europe class) 

Without forgetting about fifteen other competitors of international level on various series. 

More information on: www.ycpr.net 

 

A long tradition of match racing within the YCPR 

10 years ago, Guillaume Cousin, a skipper in the YCPR, who unfortunately left us prematurely in an 
accident, created a "Match Racing"section within the YCPR. 

Now supervised by Dimitri DERUELLE, about forty young competitors, boys and girls, train and match 

race under the colours of the YCPR. 

For the 6th consecutive year, the club organised the Provence-Alpes League Championship, the final of 

the Mediterranean Championships and it is the 5th time that it organises the Y’s Cup, a Grade 3 event 

which has been upgraded this year to become a grade 2 and offers two places for the Match Race 

France. 

It is thus quite natural that the YCPR organises the French stage of the World Match Racing Tour:  

"Match Race France ". 

�
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T H E  E N T E R T A I N E M E N T  V I L L A G E  

M A K E  S A I L I N G  E A S I E R  T O  U N D E R S T A N D  

Regatta in the city – ESCALE BORELY BEACH 
It is really a commitment for the organising committee to set-up the race course as close as possible to 

the coast (less than 50 meters) so that everybody can follow the racing from the beach. 

Depending on wind conditions, racing boats should almost be able to touch the breakwater! 

Some novelties this year: during the final weekend, an entertainment village will be installed in a 

symbolic place in Marseille: Escale Borely beach.  

Various activities will be available for the public in there and the duels will be broadcast live on a giant 

screen and commented by professional Match Racing sailors. 

In addition to this, there will be meetings / interviews with skippers and their crews after racing. 
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“ R E G A T E  E N  V U E ”  

( R E G A T T A  O N  T H E  W A T E R )  

Since its first edition, Match Race France and its organisers have done their best to open the 

sailing world to the general public. 

Sailing is no longer reserved only for professionals! The YCPR - in collaboration with the “Office de la 

mer” (Office of the sea) - wants to share the event with all the people of Marseille, especially because 

Match Racing is a discipline which is easy to understand for a novice as it involves and confronts only two 

boats in a head-to-head dual. The rules are very simple and the winning boat is (almost always) the first 

to cross the finish line. 

A special operation called “Régate en vue” (Regatta on the water) will be offered to the public on Saturday 

10th and Sunday 11th of April: A spectator boat will be chartered free of charge f or the general public. 

Driven as close as possible to the race course, the spectators will benefit from specialists' commentary. 

 

Free registration on 04 91 90 94 90. Prior registra tion is compulsory, nobody will board the boat 
without being registered.  

More info on www.officedelamer.com �

��� ���� �

�
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M A T C H  R A C E  F R A N C E  I N  T H E  P R E S S  

With the presence of the best skippers in Marseille during a whole week to participate in an international 

event, the media are necessarily there... 

Written press : l’Equipe, Le Figaro, La Provence, La Marseillaise, Métro, 20 minutes, specialised sailing 

press 

Television  : Sport+, Eurosport, Planète Thalassa, France 3, LCM 

Radio  : Nostalgie, NRJ, Chérie Fm, Radio France 
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P A R T N E R S  

It is thanks to the support of faithful partners that Match Race France has reached such a level.  

You and your company can join the club of Match Race France partners and of the Yachting Club Pointe 

rouge by contributing to several activities and events. 

Communicating on an event at an international level will increase your external reputation, but also add 

value to your in-house image. 

Thanks to the numerous communication tools developed around the event, numerous solutions are 

proposed to our partners: photographic campaigns, exhibition and participation to boat shows, public 

relations, internal operations, VIP boats, press relations, stands in the village, advertising spaces, scenes, 

signposting, web site, personalisation of boats in the colours of the partners, etc… 

Partners of Match Race France 2010 

With the support of the City of Marseille 
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CONTACTS 

Organisation  
Yachting Club Pointe Rouge 
Port de plaisance Pointe Rouge 
BP 314 
13269 Marseille Cedex 08  

 
On-shore Commission  
On-shore cordination 
Jocelyne Constant 
+33 (0)6 98 36 02 47 
josconstant@aol.com 

Press  
Sophie Claudon  
+33 (0)6 83 59 65 37 
sophie@com-elles.com 

 

Communication / partners  
Coraline Jonet 
+33 (0)6 87 10 65 50 
coraline.jonet@ycpr.net 
 

On-shore Commission  
Logistics and competitors relations 
Marion Bérard 
+33 (0)4 96 14 07 10 
sports@ycpr.net 

 

 
Off-shore Commission  
Dimitri Deruelle 
+33 (0)6 14 32 39 21 
dimitri@marsail.com 

 

Retrouvez-nous sur www.matchracefrance.com 
                                   www.ycpr.net 


